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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 149354 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 PA-OI INR-IO SP-02 /043 R 

DRAETED BY ARA/CAR:GDESANTILLANA/ARA/PPC:WDIETERICH 

APPROVED BY ARA/CAR:ACHEWITT 

ARA/CAR:RJSURBER 

040517 I3I335Z/64R 

P I3I254ZJUN78 

PM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 

INEO AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO PRIORITY 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 149354 

POR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: SOPN, PINT, PEPR, DR 

SUBJECT: EL CARIBE COMPLAINT AGAINST EMBASSY 

SANTO DOMINGO 

REFERENCE: (A) SANTO DOMINGO 3131; 

(B) KINGSTON 4533 

1. THE DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH THE COMMENTS SUGGESTED BY 
AMBASSADOR YOST (REP A) POR A RESPONSE TO OLIVER CLARKE. 

WE BELIEVE PARAGRAPH FOUR OF THE SUGGESTED COMMENTS 
SHOULD BE MODIPIED, HOWEVER, TO SUBSTITUTE "TOTAL U.S. 

POSITION" POR "TRUE U.S. POSITION", AND TO DELETE THE 
SECOND SENTENCE. 

2. IN ANY ORAL DISCUSSION OP THIS MATTER WITH CLARKE, YOU 
MAY ALSO WISH TO MENTION WE THINK IT SURPRISING THAT A 
PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION, 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 149354 

A MAN WHO HAS MAINTAINED EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH HIS 
AMERICAN COLLEAGUES OVER THE YEARS, WOULD VIEW THE OBVIOUS 
PREPERENCE OF THE USG FOR DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS IN ANY 
COUNTRY AS "INTERPERENCE" IN THAT COUNTRY'S INTERNAL 
APFAIRS. IT IS EVEN MORE SURPRISING HE WOULD PASS ON 
UNSUBSTANTIATED AND COMPLETELY UNPOUNDED RUMORS THAT THE 
USG INTENDED TO TAKE SOME SORT OP RETALIATORY ACTION 
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AGAINST ANY NEWSPAPER. MR. ORNES IS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH 
THE U.S. TRADITION OF RESPECT EOR FREEDOM OE THE PRESS. 

WE CAN ONLY ASSUME THAT HIS STRONG REACTION AGAINST THE 
USG'S CLEAR POSITION IN THE RECENT DOMINICAN ELECTORAL 
CRISIS EAVORING RESPECT FOR FREE ELECTIONS STEMS EROM 
DISAGREEMENT WITH THAT POSITON. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT WILL RESPOND ALONG LINES OE POINTS 
SUGGESTED REE A AND PARA TWO ABOVE, AS APPROPRIATE 
TO ANY INQUIRIES ON MR. ORNES'S COMPLAINT WE MAY RECEIVE 
HERE. CHRISTOPHER 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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